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How or why did you choose Engineering as a career path / area of study? 
I got my degree in Mathematics in 1972, when several courses were taught to 
science and engineering students together. I started my career in the area of 
Continuum Mechanics, which opened the way to a full expertise in the area of 
Structural Engineering. I am full professor of Strength of Material since 1990. 
My editorial duties started in 1993 when the Journal of Structural Control 
[now Structural Control and Health Monitoring] was established.

What inspires you about Engineering?
Scientific topic results are more effective when they are achieved with an 
application in mind.

What is the most exciting thing about your job?
I afforded and contributed to solve border technical problems with colleagues 
in Europe as well as in all the areas of the world, from Argentina to Canada, 
from Australia to China, from South Africa to Algeria.

What challenges do women face in the Engineering professions / 
academia?
In Basic Engineering there is not any gender problem. In 1985 I got an NSF 
(US National Science Foundation) award as woman in engineering, but since 
that time 30 years passed away!

What is the ratio of female to male in your workplace / faculty? 
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Editor-in-Chief, Structural Control and Health Monitoring

Lucia is full professor of Strength of Material in the Department of Civil 
Engineering at the University of Pavia, Italy. She coordinated a European 
mobility action in the Nineties and the ESF (European Science Foundation) 
network CONVIB in the first years of the past decade.

Lucia is author or co-author of more than 200 papers on the following 
topics: structural reliability, stochastic mechanics, structural control, 
boundary element analysis, earthquake engineering, structural 
identification and smart materials.

The Italian colleagues in my field are more than 100; to count the ladies one 
hand is enough. But in the School of Engineering the ratio is a 1 over 3 (10 
ladies for 30 males).
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